German versus Hun

powdered, humble and attentive, discharges a mass of learn-
ing at the slightest touch, in all his opinions merely a bad
copy of Papa or his schoolmaster; a mere reflection, the
object of admiration until his sixteenth year, and regarded
with silent expectation in his seventeenth, eighteenth, nine-
teenth, twentieth years, though in the meantime the edifice
built upon hollow ground is beginning to sink. In his twenty-
second or twenty-third year a mediocre intelligence, and so to
the end. As for the English boy, his clean, curly hair hanging
about his ears and forehead, his complexion blooming, his
hands scratched, a wound on every knuckle, Homer, Horace
and Virgil are always at call ; in his opinions he is decided and
individual; he makes a thousand blunders, but he corrects
them himself. . . .

GEORG CHRISTOPH  LICHTENBERG   1776-1779

I believe, after all, that in comparison with the English,
reason, among the Germans, is more active in suppressing
what ought not really to occur at all. For example, on many
occasions the German does not laugh because he knows that
laughter would be incongruous : whereas it simply would not
occur to the Englishman to laugh.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,   1798-1799

Why are there nowhere faster stage-coaches and postilions
than in England? Simply because there anyone can be a
postilion, and in order to attain to this dignity he is lifted
above his fellows only by his horse. Compare this with the
German guilds and the right of seniority !

JEAN   PAUL FR.  RICHTER,   1809

The (English) people is nowadays much politer and better
educated; the hatred of foreigners has abated, yet they have
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